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A note written in blood asking “Who killed Darius Drake?” comes
from an unknown sender—but Darius Drake is actually still alive,
and he is determined to find out who is threatening him. Arthur
Bash, intimidator-for-hire, and Darius Drake, the orphaned genius,
team up to find clues and solve a decades-old mystery involving
missing diamonds. As the boys move from one clue to the next,
they encounter a series of potential suspects until the boys face
their enemy and the fight for their lives.
Suspenseful and exciting, Who Killed Darius Drake? keeps
readers on their toes with plot twists and turns. Although the
mystery is ultimately satisfying, there are places where the pieces
of the puzzle don’t quite seem to fit together. Arthur, the large-forhis-age middle-schooler who offers his services of intimidation
in return for candy bars, is really a sad and frightened kid on the
inside, and while his point of view is easy to sympathize with,
his perspective unfortunately borders on self-deprecating as
he continually refers to his size. Yet his character juxtaposed
with that of others in the book make for overall strong character
development that readers will appreciate. This fast-paced book
would be enjoyed by many kids looking for a solid mystery.
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